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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAN 162007 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 


Kindly amend claims 1, 11, 20, and 30 as shown in the following listing of claims. The 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) An interface enabling a user to determine optimum prices 
of products for sale, comprising: 

a scenario/results processor, configured to enable a user to prescribe an 

optimization scenario, and configured to present the optimum prices to 
said user, wherein the optimum prices are determined by execution of said 
optimization scenario by an o ptimization e ngin e co up led to said 
scenario/results proce ssor , and wherein said optimum prices are 
determined based upon estimated-product demand estimated by sai d 
optimization engine and calculated activity based costs, said 
scenario/results processor comprising: 

an input/output processor, configured to acquire data corresponding to said 
optimization scenario from said user, and configured to distribute 
optimization results to said user wherein said input/output 
processor comprises: 

a template controller, configured to provide first price optimization 
templates and second price optimization templates, wherein 

/ 

said first price optimization templates are presented to said 
user to allow for prescription of said optimization scenario, 
and for distribution of said optimization results, and 
wherein said first price optimization templates comprise: 
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a plurality of new scenario templates, configured to enable 
said user to prescribe scenario parameters 
corresponding to said optimization scenario, 
wherein said plurality of new scenario templates 
comprises: 


a-eategoiy , -templato r foiH5peoifyiHg-a-pi : ©4u©t 


eateg0fy-fef-priee^e>pti«»zation-*9md--pf : 0duet 

eategery-sompmingr 


a-pk^arlity-of-domaH-d-gFOUp& f -eaeh--0f-sakl 
p4uFGhty-of4emand-gf'Oup^ 
con figure d~te—catS'gonZ’d' '■ar'S e t-'Of 
highly* go ifelftted* p^odtist’S 1 '* 


ar-pfoduets-tomplat^-fer-speoifymg-the^roduotis^of 

salo-^vlierein4he-pFoduots-fof-safe-span 

mofe'th^a-ene''0fs^d-pluraiity-ofdemand 

groups-und 


an at-large rules template, for specifying rules to 

govern determination of the optimum prices, 
said rules comprising: 

maximum allowable price swing for each of 
the products for sale; and 


maximum allowable swing for average price 
of each demand group within said 
plurality of demand groups; and 
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a command interpreter; configured to extract commands from said 
first price optimization templates executed by said user, 
and configured to populate said second price optimization 
templates according to result data provided for presentation 
to said user; and 

a scenario controller, coupled to said input/output processor, configured to 
control acquisition of said data and distribution of said 
optimization results in accordance with a price optimization 
procedure, wherein said price optimization procedure is configured 
to relax constraints of lower priority conflicting rules to render said 
optimization scenario feasible. 

2. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said data is 
acquired from said user over the Internet via a packet-switched protocol. 

3. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 2 wherein said data is 
acquired from a source electronic file and said optimization results are distributed 
to a destination electronic file, said electronic files being designated by said user. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said first and 

second price optimization templates are provided according to hypertext markup 
language (HTML). 

6. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said first and 
second price optimization templates are provided according to extensible markup 
language (XML). 

7. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said first and 

second price optimization templates are provided as Java applets. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 
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10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Currently Amended) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
new scenario templates further comprises: 

a category template , for specifying a product category for price optimization, sa id 
product ca tegory co mprising : 

a plurality of demand groups, each of said plurality of demand groups 
config u red to cat eg orize a s et of highly c or rel ated pro ducts; 

a products template, for specifyinsthe products for sale, wherein theproducts for 
s ale s pan more th an one of said plurality of demand g rou p s; a nd 

a locations template, for specifying a plurality of store groups for which the 
optimum prices are to be determined, wherein, when determining the 
optimum prices, the apparatus employs portions of said data that 
correspond to said plurality of store groups. 

12. (Currently Amended) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
new scenario templates further comprises: 

a time horizon template, for specifying a time period for which the optimum 
prices are to be determined. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said plurality 
of new scenario templates further comprises: 

a strategy template, for specifying a merchandising performance figure of merit, 
and for specifying limits for changes in sales volume. 

15. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 14, wherein options for 
specification of said merchandising performance figure of merit comprise net 
profit, said sales volume, and revenue. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said first price 
optimization templates further comprise: 

a configured rules template, configured to enable said user to prescribe a priority 
corresponding to each of a plurality of rules, said plurality of rules 
providing constraints for said optimization scenario. 

17. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1, wherein said first price 
optimization templates further comprise: 

a subset re-optimization template, configured to enable said user to prescribe a 

maximum number of price changes to be determined by execution of said 
optimization scenario. 

18. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 1 wherein said second 
price optimization templates comprise: 

a price optimization results template, for providing said user with said result data 
corresponding to said optimization scenario. 

19. (Previously Presented) The interface as recited in claim 18, wherein said result 
data comprises optimized values and percent change values for merchandising 
factors, wherein said merchandising factors comprise one or more of the 
following: sales volume, revenue, product cost, gross margin, and net profit. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for providing an interface to an apparatus for 
optimizing the prices of products for sale, comprising: 

utilizing a computer-based scenario/results processor within an optimization . 

server to present a sequence of data entry templates to a user, whereby the 
user specifies an optimization scenario, the optimization server optimizing 
the prices according to medeled-market demand for the products and 
o&lculated-demand chain costs for the products; said utilizing comprising: 

first-providing^oategoiy^emplaterfor-speoitymg-a-prodiict-oat^goFy^fer 
priee-optimi zatien r wheremtheproduet~eategery- e omprise sa 
plur&lity-of^iema&d-groups? 

Page 9 of 23 

PAGE 10/24 * RCVD AT 1/16/2007 7:26:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPfO-EFXRF-5/5 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID;(661) 460*1986 # DURATION (mm-ss):11-06 



1/16/2007 5:27 PM FROM: (661) 460-1986 Huffman Patent Group, LLC TO: 1-571-273-8300 


PAGE: Oil OF 024 


Application No. 09/994465 (Docket: DT.0103-CP1) 
37 CFR 1.111 Amendment dated 01/16/2007 
Reply to Office Action of 11 /02/2006 


foF“Whieh^e'^ptimum-pFk>es-af : e4eT)e-determined7~wherein-the 

pfedwsts^r^^^pan^ore4ha»^me-ef4he-pl«i‘ft3-k'y-of : -dem-QMd 

third-provi4mgatimehorizontemplate,~forpreseribingatimeperiod-foF 

wh*Gh-4he-ep4imum-prioes^@40~be~deteimmed~ 

fouFth-pFevi44ng-ar4eeatien&-template^-fbi^resGHbing-t^~plurahtyof-steFe 

groups-for-whiGhthe- optimumpFiees-are-tG-bedetermined-wherem 

5aid-f^&&@Fi-bmg-dir@of&«aid-eptim4^mg4o-u4il4so~dat-a 

oorrespoadmg4o-^o^k^ra4ky^of^aid“ & tofe~greup9^wh^ 

ftfth- first providing an at-large rules template, for specifying rules to 
govern determination of the optimum prices, wherein the rules 
specify maximum allowable price swing for each of the products 
for sale, and maximum allowable swing for the average price of 
each demand group within th awithin a plurality of demand groups; 

sixth-s econd providing a configured rules template, for prioritizing the 
rules, wherein, if particular rules conflict, the optimization server 
optimizes the prices by progressively relaxing constraints 
prescribed by lower-pri^oritv-ruie&: priority rules; and 

selectively limiting the number of prices that are optimized; and 

within a n optimi zation en gi ne that is coupled to the com puter- b ased 

scenario/results processor, estimating the market demand and calculating 
the d eman d chain cos ts for the pr odu ct s; and 

generating a plurality of optimization results templates and providing these 
templates to the user, wherein the optimum prices are presented. 

21. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein said utilizing 
further comprises: 
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acquiring data corresponding to the optimization scenario from the user; and 

formatting the data into a format suitable for performing a price optimization 
according to the optimization scenario. 

22. (Original) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein said acquiring comprises: 

obtaining the data from the user over a data network that employs a packet- 
switched protocol. 

23. (Original) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein the data is acquired from a 
source electronic file that is designated by the user. 

24. (Original) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the data entry templates 
and the optimization results templates are generated in hypertext markup language 
(HTML). 

25. (Original) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the data entry templates 
and the optimization results templates are generated in extensible markup 
language (XML). 

26. (Original) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein the data entry templates 
and the optimization results templates are generated as Java applets. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 20, wherein said utilizing 
further comprises: 

third providing a category template, for specif yi ng a product category for price 
o ptimization, wherein the product category comprises the plurality of 
demand groups; 

fourth p rov iding a prod uct s template, for specifying the products for sale for 

which the optimum prices are to be determined, wherein the products for 
sal e s pan more than one of the plurality of d em and groups; 
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fifth providing a time horizon template, for prescribing a time period for which 
t he optimum price s are to be determine d; 

sixth providing a locations template, for prescribing a plurality of store groups for 
which the o pti m um prices are to be determined, wherein said prescrib ing 
dire ct s said optimiz ing to utiliz e data correspondi n g to the plurality of said 
st ore groups when determining the optimum prices; and 


providing- seventh providing a strategy template, for specifying a merchandising 
performance figure of merit, and for prescribing limits for changes in sales 
volume. 

31. (Original) The method as recited in claim 30, wherein options for specifying the 
merchandising performance figure of merit comprise net profit, sales volume, and 
revenue. 

32. (Original) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein said generating comprises: 

providing a price optimization results template, for supplying the user with 

scenario results corresponding to the optimization scenario, wherein the 
scenario results include optimized values and percent change values for 
merchandising factors, the merchandising factors including one or more of 
the following: volume, revenue, product cost, gross margin, and net profit. 
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